
How to create a Bush 
Tucker Garden

Christine Freeman



AECG

 Contact your local AECG and let them know about your project.

 AECG can offer advice and presenters to help teach the students about 
cultural uses of plants 

 Make sure that you embed the use of the new garden in your programs. You 
can contact the DoE Aboriginal Education Team to get advice on implementing 
across the curriculum

 The link below takes you to the local AECG contacts for the Central Coast

 https://www.aecg.nsw.edu.au/aecg-regions/central-coast/



Step 1: Approval From Principal and DoE 
Assets Team

 All works in DoE schools 
need to approved by 
the Principal and 
Assests Unit.

 Your principal will need 
to check with their 
Assets Support Officer 
about the approval 
process and fill in a Tier 
1 Project Notification



School or 
Community 
Funded Works 
Notification
Principal to complete and sign(docs 
are stored on AMS)



Site must be clear of asbestos and other services

 There is an 
asbestos 
register in each 
school. Some 
schools have 
asbestos in the 
grounds so its 
really important 
to check before 
choosing your 
site.



You can choose 
your own 
landscaper but 
they must meet 
DoE requirements



Machinery 
used by 
contractors 
must be 
registered



When choosing the site you will need to 
clear the grass and prepare the soil



LANDSCAPING MATERIALS COSTS

 Sandstone B grade logs 2m x .5m x .5m = approx. $120-$200 each approx.

Delivery per truck load $400 approx

 Machinery hire to clear the site for prep costs

 Small excavator is $80 per hour – minimum 4 hours hire + $60 float

 Example from Brisbania P.S $9000 for 2 workmen to complete one weeks work on 
landscaping (included excavation, soil, road base and crushed sandstone and a 
wheel chair access oathway to access garden)



Kanwal P.S

Video link to garden site
https://kanwal-p.schools.nsw.gov.au/learning-at-our-school/cultural-education.html



Tacoma P.S



Woy Woy P.S



Tuggerah PS



Mannering Park P.S

https://rumbalara-e.schools.nsw.gov.au/content/dam/doe/sws/schools/r/rumbalara-
e/localcontent/bush_tuka_signs_proof.pdf

View the signs in the link 
below

https://rumbalara-e.schools.nsw.gov.au/content/dam/doe/sws/schools/r/rumbalara-e/localcontent/bush_tuka_signs_proof.pdf


Wadalba Community School



Brisbane Water Secondary College-
Umina Campus



Henry Kendal High School
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