	What is the Platypus?  
When the first preserved specimen reached England in 1798, this uniquely Australian mammal was thought to be a hoax. 
Being warm blooded, fur bearing and having mammary glands, yet having a reproductive system similar to that of reptiles and birds, the animal certainly confused the early taxonomists! 
Ornithorhynchus anatinus, along with another enigmatic species, the Echidna, were placed in the order Monotremata meaning 'one hole' because of the single opening for the digestive, excretory and reproductive systems. 
Ref: www.wildwatch.com.au  
	The Living Monotremes. The drawings show  the platypus, long-beaked echidna and short-beaked echidna. 
Source: The Platypus A Unique Mammal – Tom Grant 
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